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Not even the Empress Dowager could have ignored
the agitation which clamoured for application of
the principle of individual responsibility to the case
of the Viceroy who had so long held supreme power.
The war was practically ended by the surrender of
Wei-hai-wei in February, 1895. Some months before
Li had been deprived of his Yellow Jacket and other
honours to mark the Throne's displeasure at the
defeat of the Imperial forces ; but he had remained
in office, a sure sign that TzS Hsi had no intention
of allowing him to be thrown to the yelping pack.
Already in November, 1894, acting upon his advice
and that of Prince Kung (recalled to high office in
October), a peace mission had been despatched to
Tokyo in the person of Herr Detring. Li was severely
criticised for thus sending a foreigner of compara-
tively low rank instead of an Imperially appointed
Ambassador, and his critics attributed his action
to contempt for the " Wojen " ; but the real explana-
tion of his action lay much deeper than was commonly
suspected. As a matter of fact, the idea of Herr
Detring's mission originated in Germany, and Li was
led to adopt it because he clearly perceived its pur-
pose and utility as the first move in the policy which
was to unite Germany, France, and Russia in con-
certed action to deprive Japan of the fruits of victory*
The actual originator of the scheme was Herr von
Brandt, for eighteen years German Minister in China,
who had left China in 1883. This able diplomat had
established cordial relations with Li Hung-chang
during his residence at Peking, and these were not
allowed to lapse after his departure. Li liked him
personally and appreciated his wide experience of
men and affairs. At the time of the Kuldja dispute.

